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FALL FRESH: The family room in this Lake Oconee house is a fun respite from long days spent outdoors,
with a built-in plasma television above the fireplace. A zebra rug from Smith Grubbs adds a bit of whimsy,
while Chester sofas in graham cream from Mitchell Gold beg to be lounged upon.
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STYLE AND LUXURY ABOUND ON LAKE OCONEE AT THE
HANDS OF SUZANNE KASLER AND WILLIAM T. BAKER

WRITTEN BY TARA N. WILFONG

OMETIMES THE SMALLEST DETAIL provides inspi-

ration for an entire project. For interior designer

Suzanne Kasler, just such an epiphany occurred
while browsing a flea market in Paris. Just before her trip
abroad, Kasler joined a "dream team” of professionals to create
a show house in Reynolds Plantation on stunning Lake Oconee.
The home, a project for a women's golf magazine, had to
revolve around the relaxing lake lifestyle, as well as the com-
forts and needs of a golf enthusiast. As Kasler scoured the flea
market, two pairs of antique golf sconces immediately grabbed
her attention. “They were perfect for this home,” she says, "and
they became my inspiration for the entire design.”

The lakefront home, replete with a boat dock and outdoor
putting green, was a collaboration from the start. Kasler, who was
entrusted with the home's interior embellishments, worked hand-
in-hand with residential designer William T. Baker, who devised
the spacious interior’s open floor plan, vaulted ceilings and com-
fortable ambiance rife for entertaining. Teaming up with builder
Rob Marett and landscape designer Alec Michaelides from
LandPlus, the foursome, who had collaborated on projects in the
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past. were familiar with each other’'s nuances and worked
together to create a fun yet sophisticated residence.

Baker envisioned a space versatile enough for entertaining
intimate groups or large gatherings. The five-bedroom, three-
story residence’s focal point is the vaulted great room, which is
defined by reclaimed rustic beams from a 200-year-old Geaorgia
barn and a wall of windows overlooking the lake. With such a
large space. Kasler was careful not to over-decorate the room
instead, she took her cue from the home's natural surroundings,
allowing the interior to blend with nature's colorful canvas.

“It's my job to give a home its personality—an eclectic, quali-
ty look that really defines its unigueness,” she explains. "In the
great room, the contrast of the white painted wood walls, rough-
hewn bearns, sisal rug and iron accents with the great original art
and antigues give the space a classic, timeless, yet transitional
look. The whole room has this earthy. organic feel that really
complements the trees, water, sky and natural light.”

Keeping the interior neutral, with varying pops of natural
tones, Kasler created a sophisticated design defined by texture
and architectural details. Sumptuous velvet, crisp linen and
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pm-designed ottomans in Cowtan
¢, Bradi i

B tropical leaves fill an entire



Cucina Lana, Walker
Zangaer, (404) 365-9991. B Tha famil) g Iy re ly m untempornm : An antique metal

The custom kitchen, w

folding table from a P flea mar is f d by a Lido banch, Alnsia
Weavers white-on-white fabric, Jerry Pair, (404) 261-6337. Framed botanicals




The master bedroom, left, is awash in calming blues and crisp white, the paer-
fect complement to the lake just outside the back doors. Jasper “Tree of Life”
drapes, Ainswaorth-Moah, Custom-designed headboard in Rogers & Goffigon
Tuckernuck linen, Lanvin chair, Bungalow Classic, (404) 367-8522. Linen bed-
side tables and ceramic lamps, Mrs. Howard, © A conversation piece in the
Butler's Pantry is the wall of rich tortoise-shell tiles from Waterworks, (404)
266-1080, which lend an antique quality to the space. Mounted on the tile is
Scott Ingram's “Untitled, 2006," nail polish on paper from Solomon Projects,
(404) 875-7100, Cabinets by Emmye Otto, Fusion Design Studio, (404) 264-
1321. Bowed pot-form lamps, Circa Lighting. Custom concrete countertop,
Bradley Hughes, » The oval-shaped bathroom is an architectural masterpiece
with a sumptuous soaking tub providing a focal point. Savey tub, Aero tub
hardware, Lagos Azul limestone with Parramore boarder, Waterworks. Linen
drapes, Lewis & Sheron, (404) 351-4833. 5t. Helier chandelier, Circa Lighting

DESIGN DETAILS
INTERIOR DESIGM

Suzanne Kasler

ARCHITECTURE
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